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A time for quiet meditation

PREPARING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to struggle against sin,
death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to
which we were called at baptism. Within the community of the church, God never wearies of
forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against
God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and
with one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

P Lord Jesus Christ,

How well you know our hearts,
C and still you love us-

You have loved us to the end.

P We have denied you,
C and we have denied our calling
to serve one another.

P We have betrayed you,
C and we have betrayed your commandment
to love one another.

P Pour out your Spirit of grace upon us.

C Teach us to love and serve you faithfully
and to love and serve one another
by the example you have set for us;
in your holy name we pray. Amen.
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P Now the Lord Jesus Christ has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him.
Now the promise is fulfilled,
and love’s redeeming work is done.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
C Thanks be to God!

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

P Let us pray.

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment,
to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the
will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14

'The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: “This month shall mark for you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. *Tell the whole congregation
of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. “If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.
[’Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the
goats. “You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. "They shall take some of the blood and put it
on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.

“They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs. “Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with
its head, legs, and inner organs.

%Y ou shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you
shall burn. ] ''This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. “For I will pass
through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt,
both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am
the LORD. “The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, 1
will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

"“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to
the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God
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PSALM

|

0
éj% & —— a

Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year € © 2006 Augsburg Fortress,

May he reproduced by permission for local use only.

'T love the LORD, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my ! supplication,
“for the LORD has given ! ear to me
whenev- ! er I called.
"How shall I re- | pay the LORD
for all the good things God has ! done for me?
T will lift the cup ! of salvation
and call on the name ! of the LORD.
“T will fulfill my vows ! to the LORD
in the presence of | all God’s people.
'“Precious in your | sight, O LORD,
is the death ! of your servants.
10 LoRD, truly I am your servant;

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me | from my bonds.

T will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving
and call upon the name ! of the LORD.

T will fulfill my vows ! to the LORD
in the presence of | all God’s people,

“in the courts of | the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, ' O Jerusalem.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

2For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 2*and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This
is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 2°In the same way he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me." 2°For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord's death until he comes.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION sing 3 times
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Text: Taizé Community

Music: STAY WITH ME. Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé. GIA Publications. Inc.. agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL 60638
www, giamusic.com. 800.442.3338. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Christ Lutheran Church



P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 13:1-17, 31b-35

"Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end. “The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And
during supper “Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had
come from God and was going to God, “got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a
towel around himself. *Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and
to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. “He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” "Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing,
but later you will understand.” *Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered,
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” *Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet
only but also my hands and my head!” '°Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” ''For he
knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

I2After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to
them, “Do you know what I have done to you? '“You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are
right, for that is what I am. '“So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. °For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I
have done to you. '“Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. ''If you know these things, you are blessed if you
do them.”

31“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. *’If God has
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. **Little
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now
[ say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.” **I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. *By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Jennifer
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

ELW 708
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Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, al.
Music: CHEREPONI. Ghanaian folk tne, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music £ 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, T 60185, All rights reserved. [sed by permission.

Duplication in any torm prohibied without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P O Lord, we love you, for you have heard our cries.
C Therefore we will call on you as long as we live.

P As you delivered our ancestors from slavery
and led them to a land of promise and plenty,
liberate all who are captive or oppressed
and bring them to a place of abundant life.

P As you saved your people from death
by the blood of the Passover lamb,

C redeem us from sin and death
through Jesus Christ, our Passover.

P As Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord
stooped down to wash his disciples’ feet,

C teach us to love and serve one another
with Christlike compassion and humility.

P As Christ the Lord has handed on to us
this feast of grace, his body and blood,
C help us to share with all who hunger
the gifts we have received from you.

P O Lord, we love you, for you have heard our cries.

C Therefore we will call on you as long as we live;
Through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Sign of Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

We will now worship God with our offering.
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OFFERTORY
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MEAL

P Let us pray

C Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us,

opening your heart to the world.

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,

deepen our commitment to sharing those

treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ,
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree

of the cross, transforming death into life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Christ Lutheran Church
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Eucharistic Prayer

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

C Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Christ Lutheran Church
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So come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have more; you who
have been here often and you who have not been for a while; you who have tried to follow Jesus,
and you who are wandering still.

Come. It 1s Christ who invites us to meet him here.

Amen.
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Hymns: 462, 460, 472

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

Christ Lutheran Church
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

15

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your suffering,
death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of
your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHARGE

This is our new commandment:

To love one another, as Jesus loves us.

By this everyone will know that we are Christ’s disciples:
That we love one another.

EXTINGUISH ALTAR CANDLES

HYMN “Go To Dark Gethsemane”

Christ Lutheran Church
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Go to Dark Gethsemane
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Text: James Montgomery. 1771-1854
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Music: GETTISEMANI, Richand Redhead, 1820-1901

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
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READING OF JOHN 18: 1-27

! After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a
place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2Now Judas, who betrayed
him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. *So Judas brought a
detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came
there with lanterns and torches and weapons. “Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him,
came forward and asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" They answered, "Jesus of
Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I am he." Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. *When
Jesus said to them, "I am he," they stepped back and fell to the ground. “Again he asked them,
"Whom are you looking for?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." 8Jesus answered, "I told you
that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go." °This was to fulfill the word that he
had spoken, "I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me." °Then Simon Peter, who
had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave's name was
Malchus. '!Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that
the Father has given me?"

12S0 the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. *First they
took him to Annas, who was the father-in- law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. *Caiaphas
was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people.
15Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high
priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 'but Peter was standing outside at
the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman
who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. "The woman said to Peter, "You are not also one of
this man's disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not." '®Now the slaves and the police had made a
charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter
also was standing with them and warming himself.

¥Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. *°Jesus
answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the
temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 2'Why do you ask me?
Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said." 2?When he had said this, one of
the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is that how you answer the high
priest?" 2}Jesus answered, "If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken
rightly, why do you strike me?" *Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

2Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, "You are not also one of
his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." 2®One of the slaves of the high priest, a
relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with
him?" 2’ Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.
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The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God
By Beverly & Jake Reifsnyder

In Loving Memory of their Parents.

Worship Assistants

Lector/Prayers — Cindy Brookhart
Wine — Beverly Reifsnyder
Grape juice — Judy Swartz

Altar — Beverly Reifsnyder

Christ Lutheran Church
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GOSPEL MESSAGE

April 2, 2026
MAUNDY THURSDAY
The Highest and the Lowest

The paradoxes of Holy Week continue during this supper scene. Jesus, the disciples’ Lord and
Teacher, the very Son of God, takes the posture of the lowest slave. Footwashing would be
considered disgraceful for anyone other than the most menial servant. Despite this, Jesus,
grounded 1in his identity as God’s Son, serves his friends in this intimate, humble act.

John goes out of his way to emphasize both Jesus’ divine confidence and the scandalous nature of
his behavior. The highest exaltation and the most lowly servanthood stand in mysterious tension.
Why must it be so? Only in this paradox can the full extent of divine love be revealed. God
Almighty, in the flesh, serves. The one who should be attended by angels bends before those who
will abandon and even betray him. There is no limit to how far Jesus will go to connect with us, no
barrier that would prevent him from drawing near to us.

The use of water might remind you of baptism. In the sacraments, the God who transcends all of
creation comes to you in earthly, physical elements: water, bread, and wine. Jesus reveals the
divine identity: holy, glorious, and powerful enough to overcome sin and defeat death, but humble
enough to use his might to redeem a world that rejects him. A mere human would not be strong
enough to rescue us from sin, and a God who remains distant could not pay the cost of saving
love. Jesus, human and divine, exalted and lowly, gives his life to us and for us on the cross.

This paradox not only gives us salvation; it invites us into a new way of life. We who need the
washing of grace can live out that grace by washing the feet of others. We can serve. Knowing that
Jesus has given all love to us, we can give that love away. This is the gift of our Lord and Teacher;
may it be the path for our life together.
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