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Christ Lutheran Church 

 

Prelude                                                                                                                             

 

Announcements                                                         

 

  

                                                              Congregation please stand   

 

 

 

 

  

  

  OPENING/CALL TO WORSHIP      

 

        

  

P:  In Jesus Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.     

   

  

C:  Through him God was reconciled to all things in heaven and earth, 

      even to us, that we may be holy and blameless before God. 

 

 

P:   In awe and gratitude, let us worship the Lord our God. 

       

  

        

       

             

  

  

  

 

  
 

 From:  Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion – Year A Vol. 2, ed. Kimberly Bracken Long, p. 66. 
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                                                                  PREPARING 

 

 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who looks upon us in compassion, 

forgives our sin, 

and heals our lives. 

Amen. 

  

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Gathering Hymn                       “When Morning Gilds the Skies”                     ELW 853  
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

    

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

     be with you all. 

C  And also with you.   

 

                                                     

 

 

 

Kyrie                          Congregation will sing all of the Kyrie in unison. 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

                                                  CELEBRATION OF SERVICE 

 

 

 

Colossians 3:12-17                                                                         Leadership / Church Council                                              

 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 

another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, 

clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace 

of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude 

in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or 

deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Reflection                                                                                                        Bill Brookhart

            

 

 

 

    

Hymn                                            “Take My Life, That I May Be”                          ELW 685 

 

             Verses 1-4 
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Revelation 4         Worship & Music 

 

4 After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And the first voice, which I had heard 

speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after 

this.” 2 At once I was in the spirit, and there in heaven stood a throne, with one seated on the 

throne! 3 And the one seated there looks like jasper and carnelian, and around the throne is a rainbow 

that looks like an emerald. 4 Around the throne are twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones are 

twenty-four elders, dressed in white robes, with golden crowns on their heads. 5 Coming from the 

throne are flashes of lightning and rumblings and peals of thunder, and in front of the throne burn 

seven flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God, 6 and in front of the throne there is 

something like a sea of glass, like crystal. 

Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and 

back: 7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living 

creature with a face like a human, and the fourth living creature like a flying eagle. 8 And the four 

living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and inside. Day and night 

without ceasing they sing, 

“Holy, holy, holy, 

the Lord God the Almighty, 

    who was and is and is to come.” 
9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to the one who is seated on the 

throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall before the one who is seated on the 

throne and worship the one who lives forever and ever; they cast their crowns before the throne, 

singing, 
11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

    to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things, 

    and by your will they existed and were created.”  

   

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Reflection                       Cindy Brookhart 

 

                                                                                                                                                              
                                                    

   Hymn                              “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”                             ELW 413                                                                

                     Verses 1-3 
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Luke 12:35-40                          Altar Guild 

 
35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for their master to 

return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 

knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he 

will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes 

during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would 

not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect.” 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Reflection               Beverly Reifsnyder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn                                   “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”                          ELW 436 
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Matthew 25:14-30 - Parable of the Talents                                  (Financial Management) 

 

 
14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 

them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 

Then he went away. At once 16 the one who had received the five talents went off and traded with 

them and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more 

talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid 

his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with 

them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 

saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21 His 

master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 

things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with 

the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have 

made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew 

that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not 

scatter, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 

yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 

did not sow and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with 

the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the 

talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be 

given, and they will have an abundance, but from those who have nothing, even what they have will 

be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Reflection                Ernie Meisel 

 

 

 

 

Hymn                                “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                          ELW 674 
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John 2:1-11 - Wedding at Cana                           Community Outreach 

 

2 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus 

and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 

said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to me and 

to you?  My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 

you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 

twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the 

brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the person in charge of the banquet.” So 

they took it. 9 When the person in charge tasted the water that had become wine and did not know 

where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), that person called the 

bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first and then the inferior wine after 

the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first 

of his signs, in Cana of Galilee and revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him. 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

Reflection                          Jean Tota 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn                                                “Listen, God Is Calling”                              ELW 513 
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1 Corinthians 12:12-19                                               Communications 

 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 

are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews 

or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 
14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because I 

am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 

body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would 

not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing 

be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged 

the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would 

the body be? 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Reflection                    Charlene Lentvorsky 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn                                             “One Bread, One Body”                             ELW 496 



18 

Christ Lutheran Church 
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Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

                    

Sign of Peace 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  And also with you.                                          

 

  

Prayers  of  Intercession 

 

God is the One who answers prayer and walks with us in times of celebration and grief. Let us offer 

our prayers and give thanks to the One who comforts, restores, and heals. 

A brief silence. 

God the giver, you have given us the gift of the indwelling Christ, that your church may be faithful, 

loving, and wise. Give us strength to follow your Son until all are reconciled by his grace and 

love……………………………………………………………………………………..God of grace, 

C  hear our prayer. 
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God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions 

disregarding its wonder. We look toward the prophet Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices,  

and the trees will clap for joy at your salvation....…………………………………….God of grace, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set our minds on 

that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the world………..God of grace, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for all who toil 

under the hot sun without refreshment, for those who are sick, who suffer need, or are in danger. 

We pray for Shirley, Allan, Charlotte, Jack, Cathy, Roxy, Karen, Darlene, Chuck, Jessie, Helen, 

Millie, Peggy, Glenn, Carol, Marian, Joe, Lillian and family, and Donna….………...God of grace, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

C  God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May those 

who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment among 

us………………………………………………………………………………………God of grace, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We remember those 

saints who have gone before us in faith………………………………………………..God of grace, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, 

through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

Stewardship Snippet: We are an imperfect clump of humanity that gathers week after week, 

striving to be better, striving to do good in the world. Today we heard many of the ways our gifts can 

be used in service to God.  God gave and gave, and gives and gives. How do we respond? 

  

 

Lector - We will now worship God with our offering.  
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Offertory    
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                                                                                  MEAL  

 

P  Let us pray,   

C Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

                                                     

P The Lord be with you 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                                 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.   

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory.  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

     forever and ever. Amen   

      

 

  

 

P  So come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have more; you who 

have been here often and you who have not been for a while; you who have tried to follow Jesus, and 

you who are wandering still. 

Come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 

Amen.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                Please be seated 
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Be Known to us, Lord Jesus                                                                                                    

 

 
 

 

Holy Communion  

 

Prepackaged communion is available for those who wish to remain in the pews. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS:                                                              471, 469, 465                                                            
                                                           

                                                 

                                                                                                        

                                                  Congregation please stand 

 

 

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen.     
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Post Communion Prayer 

 

P  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

Amen.  
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                                                                    SENDING    

 

 

Charge 

 

 

P   Sow the gospel wherever you go- 

     not judging the soil on which you stand, 

     for God brings forth fruit from unexpected places. 

       

 

 

Blessing 

 

P   May God, whose forgiveness is boundless, 

     the Christ, whose charge is freedom,  

     the Spirit, which grants us life and peace,  

     keep our minds and hearts in grateful communion 

     as we seek to serve.       

     Amen. 

 

 

Dismissal 
 

P   Let us get up in faith and go out in love! 

     Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

Sending Hymn                               “Great Is thy Faithfulness”                                ELW 733                       
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P      We at Christ Lutheran Church are 

C      God’s called, Loved Children who serve. 

P       Go in Peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

C      Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reprinted & Podcasted with permission under OneLicense # A-723690. All Rights Reserved. 

From sundaysandseasons.com:  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License number is: SAS009568                                    
 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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                                              Christ Lutheran Church Staff       

   

                                                 

Church email: christlutheranduncannon@gmail.com 

 

Pastor: Jennifer Toburen – Phone: 734-576-2025 

              Email: pastorjenn.clc.duncannon@gmail.com 

 

Organist: Joe Abate – Email: - jeagdp@aol.com 

 

Council President: Bill Brookhart – Email: billbrookhart195@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Cindy Brookhart – Email: cbsecretaryclc@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: Ann Fleisher – Email: TreasurerCLC@live.com 

 

Sexton:  Judy Swartz - Email: gammy2072@gmail.com 

 

                                                   

                                                       Prayer Concerns                               

Shirley Hoffman, Pat Reich, Elyse Brown, Allan Imler, Sylvia Webb & the Indian Mobile Mission, 

Join Hands, Loads of Love, Neighbor Helping Neighbor, Brian Proctor, Joanne Reisinger, Jackie 

Maguire, Jack Smith, Cathy Cavanaugh, Charlotte Dyer, Rachelle Gilcrease, Roxy Huss, Karen 

Ersoz, Darlene Johnson, Marian Hoffman, Ron & Nancy Moore, Chuck Hoffman, Helen Huss, 

Jessie Frye, Carol & Glenn Shumaker, Millie Bell, Lillian Kistler, Hope Kominek, Matthew Landis, 

Peggy Paden, Chris Hope, Velma Wittlinger, Lindsey Melnick,  Judy Moore, Donna Kistler, Kristen 

Gaisior, Charlene McBride, Gay Weller, Frank Valentine, Lisa Dubay, Shelly Hill, Samantha Moyer, 

David Siegfried, Sr., Jesse Clouser and Family, the Family of Ron Hoffman, Joe & Lillian Kistler & 

Family, Tina Toburen, Donna Clay. 

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:christlutheranduncannon@gmail.com
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mailto:cbsecretaryclc@gmail.com
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            The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God  

                                                             By Nancy Carpenter 

                                          In Loving Memory of her husband Donald  

                                                     on their wedding anniversary.                                         

                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

                                                              WORSHIP ASSISTANTS    

                                             

                            Lector/prayers  

          Next Sunday – Judy Swartz  

 

                                                         

                                Wine – Cindy Brookhart 

                                                        Next Sunday – Jean Tota 

                                                                                    

                                                

                                                        Grape Juice – Becky Yohe    

                                                        Next Sunday – Beverly Reifsnyder 

 

 

                                                        Altar Guild – Cindy Brookhart 

                                                        Next Sunday – Beverly Reifsnyder 

   

 

                           Counters – Sandy Hoover, Charlene Lentvorsky                                           

                    Next Sunday – Brianne Chubb, Clyde Tota                                           

                                                         

                                           

                                                        Ushers – Team 3 

                                                        Bill Brookhart, Joe Kistler 

                                                        Terry Kuhn, Becky Yohe 
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                                                                SUNDAY, July 12th, 2026                                                                                                                                               

                                                                  The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

                                                                  Worship Service 11:00am – Holy Communion       

                                             Congregational Meeting following worship 

                                                                   Church Picnic following the Congregational meeting 

                                                                   Bible Study – 7pm - Zoom               

            

 

                                                                  MONDAY, July 13th, 2026 

                                                        

 

 

                                                                  TUESDAY, July 14th, 2026 

                      Bible Study – 1pm – Zoom 

                                                                  Community Outreach Committee meeting – 7pm – Zoom 

           Twin Kiss (Shermansdale) Fundraiser for Join Hands   3-9pm 

                       

                                                                   

                              

                                                                  WEDNESDAY, July 15th, 2026  

                                                                   Final AT Hiker Meal   5-7pm  

            

                                                                    

                                                     

                                                                  THURSDAY, July 16th, 2026 

                       LWR Quilters – 1:00pm           

             

 

 

                       FRIDAY, July17th, 2026  

                                                  

            

 

                                                        SATURDAY, July 18th, 2026          

                       

 

                      

                                            SUNDAY, July 19th, 2026  

                      The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  

                     Worship service – 11:00 am - Holy Communion 

                                                       NO Bible Study  
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                                                       ANNOUNCEMENTS 

   

 

Special Congregational Meeting - A Congregational meeting will be held today following the 

worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to approve the repairs needed to the ceiling in the 

sanctuary. Please plan to attend. A quorum is required to conduct church business. 

The church picnic will follow the meeting. 

  

 

Church Picnic – CLC’s annual picnic will be held here at CLC today following worship. This 

change was made with the hope that holding the picnic here in the Fellowship Hall, more members 

of the congregation will be able to come and enjoy this event. 

 

Noisy Offering Sunday – Today’s Noisy Offering will go to the Lutheran Camping Corporation. 

 

 

Social Ministry Project for July – Donate items for Back to School Bingo which will be held 

August 9th at the Duncannon EMS building. CLC has been asked to contribute the following items to 

be put into lunch boxes:  

Individually wrapped packs of cookies, crackers, granola bars, fruit rollups, Gogurts. 

 

Join Hands Fundraiser - at the Twin Kiss in Shermansdale on July 14th from 3-9pm. Twin Kiss will 

donate 15% of your purchase to JHM.  

 

Newsletter Deadline – The deadline is July 19. Please send your articles to Charlene at 

cmsky620@gmail.com.  

  

July Meetings/Events 

July 12 – Congregational Meeting to follow worship 

July 12 – Church Picnic – will be held in the Fellowship Hall following the meeting. 

July 14 – Twin Kiss Fundraiser for Join Hands, 3-9pm. 

                Community Outreach committee Meeting – 7pm – Zoom. 

July 15 – Final AT Hiker Spaghetti Dinner – 5-7pm. 

July 19 – NO Sunday evening Bible study. 

                Newsletter deadline. 

July 21 – NO Tuesday afternoon Bible study. 

July 26 – NO Sunday evening Bible study. 

July 27 – CLC Book Club Discussion – 7pm – Zoom. 

July 29 – Christmas in July – 7pm. – Will be collecting gifts for Toys for Tots. 

                                                            Fellowship time to follow the service. 
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August Meetings/Events 

August 5 – Guest speaker Harriet Magee – The Underground Railroad 

August 8 – Rock the Block in the Duncannon square – 4 – 8pm 

August 9 – Back to School Bingo – Duncannon EMS – 1pm. 

August 13 – NO Church Council Meeting 

August 13 – 15 – Harriet Tubman (Underground Railroad) trip to Maryland 

August 17 – Social Ministry committee meeting – 1pm. 

August 18 – Harshbarger’s Fundraiser (at Harshbarger’s). 

August 23 – Ice Cream Social – Clark’s Ferry Tavern – 3-5pm. 

August 28 – Movie Night at Mt. Zion – 6pm. 
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                                                             GOSPEL MESSAGE 

 

 

 

July 12, 2026 

LECTIONARY 15 

The Generous Gardener                                       Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

 

In this parable, Jesus tells the disciples a story of a gardener. While many people carefully plan 

where to plant seeds (with some modern farmers using technology to map out, down to the 

millimeter, where each seed will grow best), the gardener in Jesus’ story scatters seed generously, 

almost carelessly. 

As the disciples, familiar with farming and fishing, would have known deep within themselves, 

things don’t come easy in this life. Faith is the same. Like seeds that take their time, when the 

conditions are right to grow and bear fruit, faith isn’t always a steady path. There are seasons of cold 

isolation—times when prayer and devotions don’t warm the heart as they once did. There are seasons 

of scorching busyness—times when endless distractions overwork the head enough to overheat. 

Faith might look different at these times, but no matter the season, faith is never gone. 

Ultimately, faith isn’t measured down to the millimeter. Instead, this haphazardly generous gardener 

extends faith into the impossible places. And when rocks, sun, or thorns from this world and within 

choke this faith that God has given us, the impossible becomes possible. In every season, God comes 

again and again to sprinkle more and more seed and to reach out to us before we can even try to grow 

on our own. And with time and divine Presence, that seed of faith starts to sprout. 

Because of this never-ending abundance, every season is an opportunity to engage with God the 

generous gardener, whose nearness is always available and who gives the gift of faith, no matter the 

conditions. Today, let the summer breeze remind you of how close God’s Spirit is, always nurturing 

and providing the abundance that is the essence of faith. 

 

 


