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Christ Lutheran Church 
Service of the Word - “Christmas in July” 

Wednesday, July 29, 2026 

 

Pastor Jennifer Toburen 

Organist, Joe Abate 
 
 

 

Prelude & Welcome 

 

Call to Worship 

 

P:  In the fullness of time, your Word became flesh to shine through our world’s 

darkness, to speak peace to all peoples, and to reveal your love throughout the world.  For 

your incarnate Word, 

C:  We adore you, O God. 

 

P:  Hope is a candle that flickers and waves yet offers warmth and life. 

C:  The darkness shall turn into light, the moon will shine as bright as the sun. 

P:  Hope is a hand that reaches out in peace. 

C:  The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid. 

P:  Hope is a song that grows and fills the world with joy. 

C:  The wilderness and dry land will be glad; the desert rejoices and bloom. 

P:  Hope is a promise of a baby to be born in a manger stall. 

C:  A woman shall bear a son and his name shall be Immanuel. 

 

Proclamation 

P:  Jesus Christ, our savior and shepherd is coming; the One who is Love, overflows and 

fills us with love; the One who brings healing mends our hearts with mercy and 

compassion; the Prince of Peace comes to bring light and life for all Creation.  The one 

who will be born in the humble manger as a vulnerable baby is the one who will and the 

one who has defeated death and the powers of evil, offering to us life and salvation 

through a gift of abundant grace.  These are the gifts of Christmas, the gifts of Easters, 

the gifts for all time.   

C:  For all this, we give thanks!  

 

Gathering Hymn:   “All Earth is Hopeful”    ELW 266  
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Greeting 

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   C: And also with you. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Let us pray. 

 

C:  Blessed are you, O Lord, Creator of the universe.  We give you thanks for 

sending your Son to bring light to the darkness that shadows the earth.  Prepare our 

hearts to receive the good news that the Christ is coming.  Inspire us to sing your 

praises in our hearts and lives for the good news that coming!  Amen. 

 

 

 

First Reading:    Isaiah 61:7-11      Pam Dobbs  
 

The prophet proclaims a hopeful message: God loves justice and will make an 

everlasting covenant with Israel and her descendants. In response, the prophet sings a 

joyful song, like Mary many generations later, about God’s mercy and salvation. 

 

 7Because [the] shame [of God’s people] was double, 

  and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, 

 therefore they shall possess a double portion; 

  everlasting joy shall be theirs. 

 8For I the LORD love justice, 

  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

  and their offspring among the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge 

  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

  my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
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 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations. 

 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life  

C:  Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Response Hymn   “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”   ELW 244 
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Second Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7     Laurene Anderson 

   
2 The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

    on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied exultation;  

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden 

    and the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

    and all the garments rolled in blood 

    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 

    a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders, 

    and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Great will be his authority,  

    and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

    He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life 

C:  Thanks be to God 

 

 

Response Hymn                 “What Child Is This”                          ELW 296 
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P:  Let us acclaim the good news of the gospel that fills us with hope and eager longing. 

C:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ and come!  By the power of the Holy Spirit  

open our hearts and minds, O God, to your Word.   

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                     ELW 254 
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P:  The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter    

C:  Glory to you, O Lord 

 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold  Luke 1:26-38   Cindy Brookhart 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 

The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to 

the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for 

her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary 

said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 

the angel departed from her. 

 

 

Response Hymn       “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”         ELW 265 

                       



10 
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The Gospel Continues with Luke 1:39-56 

 

Mary Visits Elizabeth           Jean Tota 
 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 

with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 

child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would 

be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

 
46 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. 

    Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his name; 
50 indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 

    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things 

    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has come to the aid of his child Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. 

 

 

Special Music  “Mary, Did You Know?”   Joe & Christie Caswell 
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The Gospel Continues with Luke 1:57-58, 67-80 

 

The Birth of John the Baptist                    Pastor Jenn 
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and 

relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 

 
67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us 

    in the house of his child David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate 

us. 
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors 

    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 

to grant us 74     that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 

    in his presence all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, 

    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give his people knowledge of salvation 

    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 Because of the tender mercy of our God, 

    the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
79 to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until 

the day he appeared publicly to Israel. 

 

 

 

 

Response Hymn:   “Prepare the Royal Highway”   ELW 264 

 
       (Sing Verses 1 & 4) 
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P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection          Pastor Jennifer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection Hymn  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”          ELW 288  
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Prayers of the People: 

 

P:  Lord, you are with us in the morning. 

C:  Let our first thoughts and words be a prayer to you. 

 

P:  Lord, you are with us in the midday. 

C:  Keep us mindful of you as we work and play. 

 

P:  Lord, you are with us in the evening. 

C:  Prepare us for the night watches. 

 

P:  Lord, you are with us in the nighttime. 

C:  We commend our bodies and souls into your care. 

 

P:  Jesus said, I am the light of the world. 

C:  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness. 

 

P: Be our light in the darkness, O God, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils 

and dangers of this night.  Lord in Your Mercy….Hear our prayer. 

 

P:  Almighty God, all thoughts of truth and peace come from you.  Kindle in the hearts of 

all your children the love of peace, and guide with your wisdom the leaders of the 

nations, so that your kingdom will go forth in peace and the earth will be filled with the 

knowledge of your love.  Lord in Your Mercy….Hear our prayer. 

 

P:  Almighty God, by your gracious providence your servant John the Baptist was born to 

Elizabeth and Zechariah. Grant to your people the wisdom to see your purpose and the 

openness to hear your will, that the light of Christ may increase in us.  Lord in Your 

Mercy….Hear our prayer. 

 

P:  Keep Watch dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep this night and give 

your angels charge over those who sleep.  Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the 

dying, soothe the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous, all for your love’s 

sake.  Lord in Your Mercy….Hear our prayer. 

 

P:  Gracious God, hears our prayers that your love will overflow more and more in our 

lives, in your church, and in all the world, until all may know the compassion and love of 

the incarnate One, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, in whose name we worship and 

pray.   

C:  Amen. 
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Offering  

Our offering this evening begins with gathering gifts for Toys for Tots.  One of the joys of 

Christmas is in the giving of gifts as a sign and reflection of our gratitude for the blessed 

gift given to us in the coming of Jesus among us.  We share gifts with those we love and 

those we may not know.  As we celebrate the gift and promise of the coming of the 

Incarnate One into our midst, we rejoice in our ability to share that gift with others. 

 

A plate is also available for monetary donations which will be used to purchase items.  

 

 

Offering Prayer 

O God, you are the source of every blessing. From your hand we receive with joy, the 

abundance of your good gifts of grace, life, and salvation. We give thanks for the promise 

of the coming Son, the Savior of the World.  With thanksgiving, we gather these gifts 

with the joy that comes in giving to others.  We rejoice as we share these gifts in the 

name of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer        

 

Incarnate One, Beloved Son, you reveal the kingdom of glory to us and teach us to 

pray…. 

 

    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us this day our daily bread; 

       and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

    For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

P:  In this expectant time of waiting and watching with Mary, the words of the angel 

Gabriel break into our world: 

“Greetings! The Lord is with you. 

Do not fear, for nothing will be impossible with God.” 
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May the light of Christ illumine the darkness of this world, binding up that which is 

broken, and returning our hearts to wholeness.  May Christ bring light, comfort, peace, to 

this yearning world.  

C: Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn:   “Go Tell It On the Mountain”       ELW 290 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Go in hope.  Go in love.  Christ is coming. 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

Service Notes & Acknowledgements: 
 

 

Service: ©  Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Prayers of Intercession:  From sundaysandseasons.com; Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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