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The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Prelude

Announcements

Congregation please stand

OPENING/CALL TO WORSHIP

P: The Lord calls out to us offering life!
C: Teach, lead, turn us to your ways, O God.

P: Walk in the paths of God’s commandments
with delight.

C: Teach, lead, turn us to your ways, O God.
With our whole heart, we will turn to you and live!

From: Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion — Year A Vol. 2, ed. Kimberly Bracken Long, p. 151.

Christ Lutheran Church



PREPARING

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn “Canticle of the Turning” ELW 723
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Canticle of the Turning
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Text: Rory Cooncy, h. 1952, based on the Magnificat
Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional
Text @ 1990 GLA Publications. Inc.. 74M 8. Mason Ave.. Chicago. 1L 60638, www.giamusic.com, 800.442.3338,

All rights reserved. Used by permission.



APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
C And also with you.

Kyrie Congregation will sing all of the Kyrie in unison.
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Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help,
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-11

’So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. *If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. ° But if you warn the wicked to turn from
their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will
have saved your life.

'"Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” ' Say to them: As |
live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of
Israel?

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 119: 33-40
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes,
and I shall keep it ! to the end.

** Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with | all my heart.

* Lead me in the path of | your commandments,
for that is | my desire.

*Incline my heart to | your decrees
and not to | unjust gain.

*"Turn my eyes from be- ! holding falsehood;
give me life | in your way.

** Fulfill your promise ! to your servant,
which is for | those who fear you.

** Turn away the reproach ! that I dread,
because your judg- | ments are good.

“UBehold, I long for | your commandments;
by your righteousness en- | liven me.
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Second Reading Romans 13: 8-14

® Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law.  The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal;
you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” ' Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of
the law.

' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '’ the night is far gone; the
day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; ' let us walk
decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. '“ Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to gratify its desires.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Congregation please stand

Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of ¢ - ter - nal life.
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The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 18: 15-20

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '° “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. '° But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. '’ If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and
if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax
collector. '* Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. '’ Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. *’ For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Jennifer

Hymn of the Day “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” ELW 620

Verses 1 through 5
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How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
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Text: John Newton, | 725-1807, alt.
Music: ST. PETER. Alexander K. Reinagl

6 How weak the cffort of my heart,
how cold my warmest thought;
but when T sec thee as thou art,
I'1ll praise thee as I ought.

7 Till then I would thy love proclaim
with every fleeting breath;
and may the music of thy name
refresh my soul in death!
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Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sign of Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
A brief silence.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words you give us.
Open us to receive your word in unexpected Ways..........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinneannn, Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

Christ Lutheran Church
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Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect grasslands,
marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out after

0T ] () G Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish gain and
toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor............. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken relationships, failing
health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. We pray for Shirley, Allan, Charlotte, Jack,
Cathy, Roxy, Karen, Darlene, Chuck, Jessie, Helen, Millie, Peggy, Glenn, Carol, Marian, John, and
DO, .. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and grace. Reconcile
us to each other, making your good news known even through our imperfections.....Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness of your
salvation for all who have gone before us................coooiiiiiiiiiii i Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Stewardship Snippet: Romans 13:10 — “Love does no wrong to a neighbor. Therefore, love is
the fulfilling of the law.”

How do we live together and work together as the body of Christ? What does it mean for us to “put
on the Lord Jesus Christ” and to clothe ourselves in love? God calls us into community knowing that
community can be hard. Just as stewardship is a continuous responsibility, the call to love others is
an endless debt that we must practice every day.

Lector - We will now worship God with our offering.

Christ Lutheran Church
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Offertory

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

77N R i ) R R S

| |
J bt # 1 |
Praise God. from whom all bless - ings tlow; praise  him. all
n u I { ] Il
= ———— — ' —
© ¢ 5 e o @ r ¢ 4
J ' | |
crea - furcs here be - low; praisc him a - bove, ye
,’? — i —— > E— !
O —F2——% 1 7 7 o
o’ “ I T i

heav'n - ly host;  praise  Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH. Louis Bourgeois, 151{-1561

Christ Lutheran Church



MEAL

P Let us pray,

C Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Christ Lutheran Church
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Eucharistic Prayer

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Christ Lutheran Church
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P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

P So come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have more; you who
have been here often and you who have not been for a while; you who have tried to follow Jesus, and

you who are wandering still.
Come. It 1s Christ who 1nvites us to meet him here.

Amen.

Please be seated

Christ Lutheran Church



Be Known to us, Lord Jesus
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Holy Communion

Prepackaged communion is available for those who wish to remain in the pews.

COMMUNION HYMNS: 482, 484

Congregation please stand

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

Christ Lutheran Church
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Post Communion Prayer

Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

day - star, shall light them ev - er - more.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

Christ Lutheran Church
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SENDING

Charge

P God’s commandments are an invitation to daily
faithfulness.
Love God and your neighbor every day,
and you will fulfill all that God intends.

Blessing
P May the love of God pursue you;
the grace of Christ overtake you;
and the Holy Spirit flow through you,

as love fills all 1n all.
Amen.

Dismissal

P Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Sending Hymn ”Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” ELW 864

Christ Lutheran Church

21



22

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven
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Text: Henry F Lyte, 1793—1847; alt. Walter R. Bowman, 1927-2005
Music: PRAISE. MY SOUL. John Goss, 1800180
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P  We at Christ Lutheran Church are

C God’s called, Loved Children who serve.
P Go in Peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Reprinted & Podcasted with permission under OneLicense # A-723690. All Rights Reserved.

From sundaysandseasons.com: Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License number is: SAS009568

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Christ Lutheran Church Staff

Church email: christlutheranduncannon@gmail.com

Pastor: Jennifer Toburen — Phone: 734-576-2025
Email: pastorjenn.clc.duncannon@gmail.com

Organist: Joe Abate — Email: - jeagdp@aol.com

Council President: Bill Brookhart — Email: billbrookhart195@gmail.com

Secretary: Cindy Brookhart — Email: cbsecretaryclc@gmail.com

Treasurer: Ann Fleisher — Email: TreasurerCLC@]live.com

Sexton: Judy Swartz - Email: gammy2072@gmail.com

Prayer Concerns

Shirley Hoffman, Pat Reich, Elyse Brown, Allan Imler, Sylvia Webb & the Indian Mobile Mission,
Join Hands, Loads of Love, Neighbor Helping Neighbor, Brian Proctor, Joanne Reisinger, Jackie
Maguire, Jack Smith, Cathy Cavanaugh, Charlotte Dyer, Rachelle Gilcrease, Roxy Huss, Karen
Ersoz, Darlene Johnson, Marian Hoffman, Ron & Nancy Moore, Chuck Hoffman, Helen Huss,
Jessie Frye, Carol & Glenn Shumaker, Millie Bell, Lillian Kistler, Hope Kominek, Matthew Landis,
Peggy Paden, Chris Hope, Velma Wittlinger, Lindsey Melnick, Judy Moore, Kristen Gaisior,
Charlene McBride, Gay Weller, Frank Valentine, David Siegfried, Sr., John Hofer, Jesse Clouser and
Family, Donna Clay, David Lozen, Jim & Vicki Smith, Brenda Malek.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Lector/prayers — Ann Fleisher
Next Sunday — Ernie Meisel

Wine — Beverly Reifsnyder
Next Sunday — Ann Fleisher

Grape Juice — Jean Tota
Next Sunday — Cindy Brookhart

Altar Guild — Brianne Chubb
Next Sunday — Ann Fleisher

Counters — Becky Meisel & Sue Landis
Next Sunday — Kendra Masser & Joe Kistler

Ushers — Team 1
Allan Imler, Ann Fleisher, Brianne Chubb,

Adam Still, Clyde Tota

Christ Lutheran Church
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SUNDAY, September 6th, 2026

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Worship Service 11:00am — Holy Communion
Bible Study — 7pm - Zoom

MONDAY, September 7th, 2026
Finance committee meeting — 7pm — Zoom
Birthday — Hatch Dobbs

TUESDAY., September 8th, 2026
Bible Study — 1pm — Zoom
Community Outreach committee meeting — 7pm — Zoom

WEDNESDAY, September 9th, 2026

THURSDAY, September 10th, 2026
LWR Quilters — 1pm
Church Council meeting — 6:30pm

FRIDAY, September 11th, 2026

SATURDAY, September 12th, 2026

SUNDAY., September 13th, 2026

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

God’s Work, Our Hands

Worship service — 11:00 am - Holy Communion
Bible Study — 7pm - Zoom

Christ Lutheran Church
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Apple Dumplings & Pioneer Day - Saturday, September 19 at the Clark’s Ferry Tavern. CLC will
again be selling apple dumplings. Baking day is Friday, September 18" starting at 8am. There is a
sign up sheet for you to pre-order your apple dumplings as well as a sign up sheet to donate
ingredients and/or volunteer your time. Please see Becky Meisel if you have questions.

September Fundraiser - A fundraiser will be held at the Red Robin Restaurant (6560 Carlisle Pike,
Mechanicsburg) on Tuesday, September 29" from 4-8pm. The Selinsgrove and Carlisle locations are
also participating in this event.

October Fundraiser — Marianna’s Subs & Pizza. Orders due October 4. Delivery will be October
12,

September Meetings/Events

September 7 — Finance committee meeting — 7pm — Zoom

September 8 — Community Outreach committee meeting — 7pm — Zoom.

September 10 — Church Council meeting — 6:30pm.

September 13 — God’s Work, Our Hands — Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Liverpool.
September 19 — Pioneer Day at Clark’s Ferry Tavern. CLC will be selling apple dumplings.
September 20 — Worship & Music committee meeting following worship.

September 21 — Social Ministry committee meeting — 1pm (@ Sue Masser’s home.
September 22 — Community Outreach committee meeting — 7pm - Zoom

September 23 — CLC Book Club discussion — 7pm — Zoom.

September 29 — Red Robin Fundraiser — 4-8pm.

October Meetings/Events

October 4 — Marianna’s sub/pizza orders due.

October 5 — Finance committee meeting — 7pm — Zoom.

October 8 — Church Council meeting — 6:30pm.

October 12 — Indigenous People Prayer service

October 25 — Reformation Day Potluck Dinner following worship.
October 31 — Duncannon Treat or Treat — 6 to 8pm.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE

September 6, 2026
LECTIONARY 23
Community Is Complicated

Navigating life with other humans is not always easy. We who call ourselves the church likely know
this all too well. Perhaps you’ve witnessed church council meetings gone awry, frustrating
conversations about the budget, or intense disagreements over worship styles. Maybe your faith
community has had to navigate conflicting visions for mission and outreach, welcome and
hospitality, or diversity and justice. Maybe the generational or political divides in your community
feel like rifts too big to cross. As the church, we are called to wrestle with difficult questions about
faith and life, but at times, even with the best of intentions, we leave one another feeling hurt,
overlooked, or misunderstood.

Jesus knew a thing or two about life in community. He knew what it was like to be betrayed by the
ones he loved. He shared meals with people of different backgrounds, people whose identities at
times put them at odds with one another. Even his disciples never quite seemed to be on the same
page! Yet Jesus knew that despite the complexity of these situations, faith is best practiced in
community. Accompanying one another, sharing one another’s burdens, encouraging one another,
forgiving one another, and holding each other accountable are vital to the Christian life.

Therefore, managing conflict is not something to be taken lightly. Disagreements are not to be just
swept under the rug, ignored until the next issue emerges. We are instead called to embrace truth-
telling, courage, accountability, and compassion in our dealings with one another. The work of
conflict resolution is not easy or glamorous. In fact, it can be awkward and downright painful. But it
is holy work. And by God’s grace, it can be an invitation to build a community that more truly
reflects God’s love poured out for the whole world.
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